
 

St. Sharbel’s Feast Day is celebrated on July 23. 

Sharbel was born Youssef Antoun Makhlouf, on May 8, 1828, in the village 

of Bekaa Kafra, in the Lebanese mountains. He was raised in a pious home 

and quickly became drawn to the lives of the saints and to the hermitical 

life, as was practiced by two of his uncles. As a young boy, he was 

responsible for caring for the family's small flock. He would take the flock 

to a grotto nearby, where he had installed an icon of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, and would spend the day in prayer there. 

In 1851, Youssef left his family and entered the Lebanese Maronite Order at 

the Monastery of Our Lady in Mayfouq. He received the religious habit of a 

monk and took the name Sharbel, who was a martyr in Antioch from the 

second century. He made his final religious profession in the Order on 

November 1, 1853. The young monk Sharbel then began his studies of 

philosophy and theology at the Monastery of Saints Cyprian & Justina in 

Kfifan, in the Batroun District of Lebanon, to prepare himself for receiving 

Holy Orders. Among his professors at the seminary, was Father Nemtallah 

Hardini, who was also later declared a saint. Sharbel was ordained on July 

23, 1859, in Bkerke. In 1875, he was given permission, by the abbot of the 

monastery, to live as a hermit at the Hermitage of Saints Peter and Paul, a 

chapel under the care of the monastery. He spent the next 23 years there 

living as a solitary hermit, until his death from a stroke on December 24, 

1898.  

Countless miracles have been attributed to him, and his body remained 

incorrupt, oozing a type of sweat mixed with blood for many years.  

On December 5, 1965, Pope Paul VI celebrated the ceremony of the 

Beatification of Father Sharbel during the closing days of the Second 

Vatican Council. Blessed Sharbel was later Canonized at Saint Peter’s by 

Pope Paul VI on October 9, 1977. 

 

Saint Sharbel -- شربل مار   
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